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DOCUMENTS 


IS BOOKER T. WASHINGTON’S IDEA CORRECT? 

Edited by Philip S. Foner 

Philip S. Foner, Professor of History at Lincoln University, Pa., 
included these reprints to the JOURNAL with the following 
comment: 

“In the article by Daniel Walden, 'The Contemporary 
Opposition to the Political and Educational Ideas of 
Booker T. Washington/ published in the Journal of 
Negro History (XLV, April, 1960), he writes (p. 107) : 
'Although it is impossible to pinpoint just when the oppo¬ 
sition to the policies of Mr. Washington first appeared, 
it is possible to name the views expressed by the press 
and, a little later, by a few individuals who articulated 
the aspirations of the leading elements of the Negro 
people/ The two articles I enclose are, to my knowledge, 
the first expression of opposition to Washington's ideas 
in the Negro community. The first 'Is Booker T. Wash¬ 
ington's Idea Correct?' was published as an editorial in 
The Christian Recorder of November 28, 1895 or just a 
little over two months after Washington's Atlanta Expo¬ 
sition speech. The second is a letter published in the 
Voice of Missions (Atlanta) in December, 1895. Both 
appeared before John Hope made his attack on Wash¬ 
ington's ideology on February 22, 1896 which is gen¬ 
erally regarded as the earliest important criticism of 
Washington." 

To Booker T. Washington, to a greater extent than 
any other Negro now in the United States, the people 
listen and believe what he says, as the sentiment of the 
Negroes of the United States. Surely every Negro re¬ 
joices in his success, and surely none of us have the least 
desire to in any way detract the least from the great 
work he is accomplishing. 

There are several things we believe he should do. One 
is wherever opportunity offers, bring home to the hearts 
and consciences of his hearers the ills his people suffer, 
and never allow any of his addresses to appear as if he 
were trying to temporize, palliate or lessen the facts as 
they exist. 

For instance, on a late occasion he said, we could not 
always ride in the cars, or enter the hotels and restau- 
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rants, but we were not prevented from erecting houses 
of our own, that we could not always vote and be the 
counted, but there was a green ballot that we could put 
in the teller’s window of the banks that would always 
count. Well, we can, but is not a vote the highest privi¬ 
lege of an American citizen, are not the common travel¬ 
ing privileges for which we pay equally with other people 
ours, then why should we not contend for every inch of 
the ground. Let us remember that every privilege we 
enjoy in this country has only been yielded after the 
most stubborn fight either on our own part or that of 
others, and we cannot cry peace, peace, when there is 
no peace. We must not be satisfied and work only for 
our industrial development, but for every right, every 
advantage that belongs to us, or will advance us not as 
colored people but as American citizens. 

Mr. Washington’s position, whatever he may mean, 
is interpreted as against the higher education of colored 
people. His position is that a colored boy should not be 
educated in the same way as a white boy, this he plainly 
stated before the Wharton school at the University of 
Pennsylvania. How are these races ever to harmonize 
and live together if differently educated, the whole make 
up of the man depends upon his education. How are 
colored boys ever to aspire to the same places as white 
boys if they are not to receive the education? 

He evidently is not in favor of the higher education. 
In his mind Oberlin, Lincoln University, Wilberforce, 
Fisk, Atlanta University and the like are mistakes. We 
honor him for the work he has and is accomplishing, 
but we believe his views incorrect. 

—from The Christian Recorder , November 28, 1895 


WASHINGTON AND DOUGLASS 

Is it possible that the Negroes of the U.S. have so 
soon forgotten great Douglass, the peer of Lincoln, Phil¬ 
lips, Garrison, Gladstone? Have they so soon forgotten 
Douglass, the profound philosopher, statesman, scholar? 
Have they so soon forgotten life, consecrated to the lib¬ 
eration and upbuilding of our race? Great Douglass, 



